In 1960 I attended a wedding in Denver, Colorado, and had the good fortune to be seated with Molly and Sam Sunshine, Phil's parents. During a lively conversation with them I indicated that I was applying to medical school. Molly and Sam shared that their son was Chief Resident in Pediatrics at Stanford University Medical Center, that he was thoroughly enjoying his leadership role, and that he was very fond of his boss, the Chair of Pediatrics. They also said that their son Phil, like me, had received his bachelor's degree from the University of Colorado and that we had been members of the same fraternity at Colorado. Phil had then obtained his MD at the University of Colorado before his pediatric residency at Sanford. Based on Phil's parents' report of the quality of medical education at Stanford, I applied and was fortunate to be accepted to Stanford University Medical School.
In September of 1961 I arrived in Palo Alto and shortly thereafter contacted Phil. I remember quite vividly that Phil and his fiancée Beth invited me to a party which was the first of many subsequent social events and eventual mentoring that I received from Phil. I realized that Phil had both a humorous personality and a 'joie de vivre'. Phil has been supported on both the academic and home fronts by his wife Beth, whom he met when she was working at Stanford's Department of Pediatrics. Together they have established a home remarkable for its hospitality while raising five children who have all gone on to establish independent careers and homes and while caring for Phil's late mother.
Subsequently Phil began a post-doctoral Fellowship in pediatric metabolism in the laboratory of Norman Kretchmer. This resulted in a key publication in Science in 1964 wherein Phil documented the absence of lactase in the intestines of the grey sea lion and published his data with Dr Kretchmer. During those inspiring years with Dr Kretchmer Phil also began to study the chemistry of the developing intestine. Subsequently Phil published on intestinal development and the acquisition of intestinal enzymes in the neonate. His studies were the first to describe that lactose malabsorption could result from acute gastroenteritis. Like many other medical students interested in pediatrics I fell under the spell of Phil's excitement and love of neonatology. Phil arranged for me to spend a month as a junior medical student in the Division of Neonatology at Yale University School of Medicine. The Yale neonatal unit was the first comprehensive neonatal unit in the United States. I gained experience in the use of mechanical ventilation and the potential for early diagnosis of respiratory distress syndrome. I became enchanted with the possibility of doing my clinical training in pediatrics at Yale. Phil wrote a strong letter of support for me and I was accepted to pediatric residency at Yale (1966 Yale ( to 1968 .
1969 was a fateful year for me because I was under the obligation of the Berry Program to become a physician in the US military. Phil intervened again, and helped arrange for me to become an attending physician in pediatrics at Tripler Army Hospital in Honolulu, Hawaii. I was intrigued by the ability of Phil to assume both the role of Director of Pediatric Gastroenterology and Neonatology soon after completing fellowship in metabolism. I thought to myself why not develop a Pediatric Hematology/ Oncology program at Tripler, which I did.
I was not the only one to admire Phil's teaching skills with housestaff and students. Phil was recruited by my friend and former colleague from Indiana University Bob Baehner, Chair of Pediatrics at Children's Hospital of Los Angeles, to assume the role of Vice Chair Department of Pediatrics, University of Southern California. Simultaneously Phil served as Chief, Department of Pediatrics Children's Hospital of Los Angeles from 1989-1993. He returned to his beloved Stanford in 1994 where he remains active today in the neonatology unit.
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